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in our ages, the arrangement worked excellently, and as his
stiffness wore off by degrees, we became in due course firm
friends. Old Squares was really one of the best of men,
as well as one of the ablest of magistrates. It would have
been difficult not to learn one's work thoroughly under so
good a master. And I certainly did take to my work, and
satisfied even a rather exacting superior. Having idled so
long in Calcutta, I suppose I must have been glad to get
at last to some interesting work, and to be steadied by some
real responsibility. Cockerell made me go carefully through
every detail of the Collector's and Magistrate's office, and
gave me the most patient aid and wholesome encourage-
ment. I was made a special assistant to him in working
the income - tax in the district, an innovation due to Mr
Wilson's budget. And my magistrate duly introduced me
to the bears, of which Midnapore could boast a few in those
days in its jungles. On one memorable occasion, when we
were in camp, partly after bears, he unselfishly gave me a
great dacoity case to work out all to myself, and told me
to go in and win my official spurs. We had changed camp
unexpectedly, and a band of dacoits, not suspecting our
whereabouts, attacked a village in the neighbourhood. News
was brought us in the middle of the night, and I galloped off
at once with the head of the native police, who happened to
be in our camp, and had the satisfaction eventually of getting
hold not only of the poor Gondhsl who had committed the
robbery, but also of the receivers, rich liquor-sellers, who had
the poor creatures in their debt, and had put them up to,
and made them commit, the dacoity. Cockerell allowed me
to work the case up and prosecute it at the sessions in the
, Judge's Court, and two rich men, the receivers, important
personages in the district, were convicted and transported.
Some time after, when I was in Calcutta, acting as Under-
secretary there, one of the High Court Judges, who had heard
and dismissed the case on appeal, came up to me and told me
he had seldom seen a case more fully proved right up to the hilt-
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